
LAKE

Annual Discussion Meeting

June 1, 2026

www.LongLakeAssociation.com

L NG 
ASSOCIATION

about:blank


Agenda

Å Agenda, Raffle, Silent Auction
Å Meet the LLA Board
Å tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ
Å ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ
Å Lake Management ς EWM Treatment
Å Lake Management ς Zebra Mussels
Å Guest Speaker ς Kyla Robinson, BCD
Å Boat Wash
Å Partnership with Charter Township of Long Lake
Å Lake Science ς Intern program
Å Education ς a{¦ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ [ŀƪŜǎέ hƴƭƛƴŜ
Å Committee Reports

ï Communications
ï Lake Management-Roadside Cleanup
ï Fishing & Loons Update
ï Island Maintenance
ï Membership/Nominations

Å Volunteers - Thank you
Å Raffle Sponsors & Prize List
Å Silent Auction and Other Sponsors
Å Questions and Answer Session
Å Adjourn to the deck!



Meet the LLA Board

Title/Committee Name Phone

President Dave Baker (312) 343-0241

Vice President Pat Kessel (231) 468-6696

Immediate Past President Brent Schnell (630) 750-5474

Treasurer Cris Crew (616) 204-5114

Corporate Secretary Rick Dahlstrom (248) 568-4263

Boat Wash Don Barnes, Chair (269) 420-3410

Communication Dave Baker, Chair (312) 343-0241

Community Affairs Chris Crew, Co-Chair

Rick Dahlstrom, Co-Chair

(616) 204-5114

(248) 568-4263

Education Brad Berger, Chair (248) 709-5184

Finance Dave Baker, Chair (312) 343-0241

Fishing/Loons Pat Kessel, Chair (231) 463-6696

Fundraising Gregg Armstrong, Co-Chair

Stephen Calkins, Co-Chair

(831) 246-0474

(248) 946-9313

Island Maintenance Cam Corteggiano, Chair (231) 409-0010

Lake Management Brent Schnell, Chair (630) 750-5474

Lake Science Karen Baker, Chair (312) 929-7238

Long Range Planning Dave Baker, Chair (312) 343-0241

Membership/Nominating Dave Porath, Chair (989) 928-7655

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
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Long Lake Association



tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ

Å CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ .ƻƻƴŜΩǎ [ƻƴƎ [ŀƪŜ Lƴƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗΦ 

Å ¢ƘŜ [ƻƴƎ [ŀƪŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ άǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ [ƻƴƎΣ aƛŎƪŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ wǳǘƘ [ŀƪŜǎ ŀǎ 
ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊǳŘŜƴǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴǎΦέ

Å Last year, LLA added three new committees: Education, Boat Wash, and Fundraising. The Education committee shares 
information with you about the best practices for protecting our lakes. The Boat Wash committee is working with Long Lake 
Township to place boat washes at our boat launches as a first line of defense against the transfer of invasive species into our 
ƭŀƪŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƛǘǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
dues. Please visit the LLA website to donate!  

Å The NMC intern program will be continued again in 2026 to assist us in our water quality studies This year we will supplement 
ƻǳǊ ba/ ƛƴǘŜǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƴȊƛŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όά./5έύΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ./5 ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ./5Ωǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ

Å LLA monitors the quality of the fish and loon population on our lakes and reports that information to you. We are engaged on 
our islands to place docks and maintain trails. We interact with our community leaders on behalf of our members. Most 
importantly, we work hard to communicate with our members through our newsletter, our website, our in-person meetings, 
and our year-end letter.

Å I encourage any current LLA members to recruit any of your neighbors that are not LLA members to join for the annual 
membership fee of $45.00 to help us in our mission to protect our lakes.  Our current LLA members are our best recruiters! 
Current members, please renew your membership for the new year and consider renewing as a Centurion, Guardian, Patron, 
or Benefactor member. Your dues are essential to our ability to deliver services to you. 

Å Finally, I would sincerely like to thank our partners: Oleson Foundation, Charter Township of Long Lake, Green Lake Township, 
and NMC for their ongoing support! 



Budget Summary  - Operating Income
FY 2026 [January 1, 2026 through April 30, 2026]

)

Å 31% of our expense is covered by basic membership dues. Over 
2/3 of our expense is covered by our partners and your cash 
contributions above the annual dues.



Budget Summary  - Expenses
FY 2026 [January 1, 2026 through April 30, 2026]

Å 45% of our expense budget goes to EWM invasive species management.  
Å 17% of our budget goes toward the intern/lake science program

)



Budget Summary ς Fund Balance
FY 2026 [January 1, 2026 through April 30, 2026]

Å $50,000 of our cash (26%) is expected to be spent this year on a boat 
wash station.

Å Most expenses are incurred from June through September each 
year.

Å LLA must maintain a rainy day fund to cover unexpected events.



Lake Management ς EWM Treatment
Chairperson | Brent Schnell 

Å Controlling Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) is an important activity to maintain the quality 
of Long Lake for boating and other activities plus to allow native aquatic plants to thrive.

Å In 2026, Long Lake Association and our partners Zero Gravity (the drone company) and 
Clear Water Lake Management (our targeted herbicide applicator) will be conducting 
Eurasian Watermilfoil treatments on June 23rd and July 28th. 

Å In 2025, 11 acres were treated. This represents only about 0.4% of the total area of 
Long, Ruth and Mickey lakes combined.  We plan to treat 11 acres in 2026 (0.40%).  
½ŜǊƻDǊŀǾƛǘȅΩǎ mapping technology allows us to precisely target areas where EWM is 
currently present greatly reducing the amount of chemical added to the lakes.

Å The Long Lake Association (LLA) conducted a benthic barrier pilot installation in Long 
Lake in 2023.  The barrier proved effective in blocking EWM. However, placement of the 
barrier is labor intensive making this our second choice for treatment.

Å Long Lake Association membership dues are an important part of our funding to 
continue treating the lakes.



Lake ManagementςZebra Mussels
Chairperson | Rick Dahlstrom

Å Zebra Mussels, an invasive species, made it into Long 
Lake around 2020.  Every year since then has shown 
an increase in zebra mussel findings and the 
population has continued to grow each year.

ÅWe researched options to eliminate or reduce these 
growing numbers. There is no remedy for Zebra 
Mussels. What can we do? Removing them from the 
water will kill them.  As you come across them, 
remove them from their attachment and place them 
on dry land.  As they dry out, they will die.

Å  Zebra Mussels probably made it to our lakes as 
hitchhikers on boats, trailers and in bilge water, live 
wells, and ballast tanks.  PLEASEeducate friends, 
relatives, and renters who may be bringing boats 
onto the Lake to wash their boats and clean out 
ballast or bilge tanks before launching. Put the boat 
washing station at Long Lake Township to good use! 



Protecting Paradise
AIS Prevention



Aquatic Invasive Species 
Pathways Program (AISPP)

The AISPP aims to prevent the 
introduction of and limit the spread 
of aquatic invasive species (AIS) in 
and between Benzie , Grand 
Traverse, Leelanau & Manistee 
counties.



ά!ƴ ƻǳƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǇƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ 
ŎǳǊŜΦέ ς Benjamin Franklin

$1 spent on prevention is worth $100 

spent on management



CLEAN ς DRAIN ς DRY ς DISPOSE





CLEAN



DRAIN



DISPOSE



2 weeks





DRY OR WASH







data from 2019 ï 2023

lines represent 
boats moving 
between 2 lakes

width of line 
reflects the # of 
times the 
connection 
between 2 lakes 
was made





Thank you!! Questions?
Kyla Robinson, kyla@benziecd.org



Invasive Species and Boat Washing
Guest Speaker | Kyla Robinson, Benzie Conservation 
District

ÅBoat Washing Demonstrations at the Crescent Shores Boat 
Launch:
ïFriday, June 20th 4:00 ς 7:00 p.m.

ïFriday, July 4th  9:30 a.m. ς 1:30 p.m.

 



Boat Wash/Decontamination Stations 

Lake Leelanau     Crystal LakeLake Leelanau



Boat Wash ς Former Location Preference 

Potential Ingress Station 2026

Potential Egress Station 2025

Crescent Shores Boat Wash Stations



Boat Wash ς Preferred Location

 



Boat Wash - Decontamination Stations 

Å The most effective action to prevent invasives from entering our lakes is to wash 
watercraft and trailers before they enter the lake. 

Å LLA is working with the Township to place a permanent boat washing station at 

the Crescent Shores launch site.

Å We feel strongly that boats must be washed prior to their launch into Long Lake. 

In fact, Michigan law requires that boat owners clean their boats before  they 

launch or transport them over land.

Å The Long Lake Association set a goal last year to raise the funds necessary to 

acquire and operate this station at the entrance to the lake.

Å LLA estimated it needs to raise a minimum of $50,000 to complete the boat 

washing station. 



Boat Wash ς Substantial Donation Received 

Å Long Lake residents, Matt and 
Donna Salon, have made a 
substantial donation to allow the 
completion of a boat wash this 
year.

Å They said that maintaining our 
lakes for future generations is 
very important to them.

Å Further, they wanted to 
encourage other riparian 
residents to make meaningful 
contributions to protect our 
lakes, now and in the future.

Å To do this, they decided to lead 
by example and make a 
substantial contribution`

Å On behalf of the Long Lake 
Association and its Board, we 
express our appreciation to Matt 
and Donna Salon for their 
generosity, and we take note of 
their message that things that are 
important to us are worth 
supporting in a way that is 
impactful.

Å Please take a moment to 
personally thank Matt and Donna 
when you see them.



Boat Wash - On-Going Donations 

 Å Please note that the Long Lake Association is continuing to accept 
donations for its boat wash fund.

Å These donations will be used to support boat cleaning activities 
including on-going maintenance of the Crescent Shores station, 
potentially providing part-time staffing of the station, and potentially 
supporting the future placement of a boat cleaning station at Gilbert 
Park launch. 



Partnership with Charter Township of Long Lake 

Å The Charter Township of Long Lake has been a strong partner with Long 
Lake Association for years. The Township provides substantial funding of 
our aerial drone survey of the lakes to identify patches of Eurasian 
Watermilfoil for chemical treatment. The Township also partners with 
the Oleson Foundation to provide meaningful funding of our Water 
Science/Intern program.

Å [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Crescent Shores boat launch and planned future improvements to the 
boat launch at Gilbert Park, the Township began charging a launch fee of 
$5 per launch or $45 for the year.

Å The annual launch pass can be purchased from Long Lake Association. 
LLA will be able to retain the fees collected to fund its ongoing costs for 
maintaining the boat wash/boat decontamination station(s) that are 
planned for the sites. 



Long Lake Association Stickers 



Lake Science ςWater Quality
Chair | Karen Baker

ÅIce out date April 12, 2026

ÅOne intern ð Jacob Phillips from 
NMC

ÅPartnering with Benzie 
Conservation District to share 
second intern.

ÅLake sampling has started and will 
continue through early September

ÅMonitoring changes and water 
levels

ÅRecently featured in TC Record -
Eagle.



Lake Science ς Lake Level 

 



Education ς Educational Grant
Chairperson | Brad Berger



Fishing & Loons
Chairperson | Pat Kessel

FISHING

Å Long Lake continues to boast some of the best walleye fishing 

in northern Michigan with many limit catches reported in the 

spring, summer, and fall.   Anglers also do very well fishing for 

perch, bass, pike, and bluegill throughout the year.

Å ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ CǊŜŜ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ моǘƘ ŀƴŘ мпth.

Å Licensing will be waived for both residents and out-of-state 
visitors on both inland and Great Lakes waters for all species of 
fish. All regulations will still apply.

Å  For information on regulations, online licensing, and more 
visit: https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/fishing.



Lake Management-Road Cleanup
Chairperson | Rick Dahlstrom

Adopt-a-Road Program

Å The road cleanup date for Spring 
2026 was May 16th.  The Fall 
cleanup date has not yet been 
set.

Å Twice annually, LLA board 
members pick up trash along the 
northern edge of Long Lake along 
North Long Lake Road from the 
corner by Wheelock &Sons 
Welding to Church Road near 
Long Lake Grocery.



Fishing & Loons
Chairpersons | Pat Kessel and Rick Dahlstrom

OUR LOONS
Å 2025 was another great year for the loon 

population on Long Lake.

Å Long Lake continues to host one of the largest 
nesting population of loons in the Lower 
Peninsula.

Å Last summer all 5 nesting sites were active, 
resulting in 9 chicks that hatched and left the 
lake in the fall.

Å Please stay at least 200+ feet from nesting sites 
and buoys. There is a $1,000 fine for 
harassing a loon in Michigan.



Loons on Long Lake May 2024
Courtesy of Barb Kessel & Len Klein

Mickey Lake

Long Lake ς South End



Nesting Loon on Long Lake May 2025
Courtesy of Karen Baker

Long Lake ς South End


